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INTERIM LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE FROM MAFP'S LOBBYIST

There are a little more than two weeks remaining in the current Maryland General Assembly session and, as predicted, not a whole lot is being done about anything. Tired after a grueling and controversial special session this past Fall, lawmakers were determined to keep this session as calm and trouble-free as possible. 

That being said, there appears to be a little movement in our battle to restructure the uncompetitive negotiating balance between physicians and health insurance companies. We are getting closer to a deal on cram down legislation that would make it more difficult for insurers to force physicians to participate in every plan that carrier offers. Legislation that would require insurers to pay physicians when they join group practices and are awaiting credentialing has a pretty good chance. There are horror stories about physicians who have waited months for credentialing and don’t get reimbursed for the services they provided during the waiting period. Another bill generated by MedChi would require insurers to provide written reimbursement rates for the top 50 CPT codes, instead of the currently mandated 20. All of this legislation is in various stages in the House and Senate and we’ve gotten some indication the committees look favorably on the concepts and plan to move forward. 

We also scored a huge victory on the Senate floor by killing the Maryland False Claims act by a 21-25 vote, which would have empowered citizens to sue providers on behalf of the state and collect a “bounty” of up to 30 percent of the state’s award. The bill would have been nothing short of a legal nightmare for providers. Bills that reach the Senate floor rarely fail and this enormous victory is the direct result of tremendous teamwork throughout the physician and provider community. All our allies joined together in a furious lobbying effort that convinced a majority of Senators to buck the committee recommendation and kill this bad legislation. 

There has been no movement on medical malpractice issues this term and none is expected. The Senate is dead set against any significant alterations and the House of Delegates is reluctant to take the leap with no chance of movement in the Senate. This is an issue that will take time and perhaps another acute crisis, which surely will occur in the natural cycle of events, before the Senate takes it seriously. 

Eric Gally

Gally Public Affairs, Inc.

2008 NE REGIONAL STFM/BALTIMORE:  CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS AND AWARD NOMINATIONS
The 2008 STFM: Northeast Region Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 29 – Sunday, Nov 2, 2008 at the Baltimore Convention Center.  The conference theme is "The New Deal in Healthcare: A Medical Home for All."  The Conference will be hosted by the mid-Atlantic Family Medicine community:

· Christiana Care Health System, Department of Family and Community Medicine   

· Franklin Square Hospital, Family Medicine Residency Program 

· Georgetown University Medical Center, Department of Family Medicine  

· Howard University, Department of Community and Family Medicine  

· Maryland Academy of Family Physicians 

· University of Maryland School of Medicine, Department of Family Medicine

· Virginia Commonwealth University, Fairfax Family Practice Center 

This is a Call-for-Submissions.  Submissions (for program presentations) must be postmarked by May 15, 2008.  The program will include pre-conference workshops and a residency fair in addition to the conference programming. We encourage submissions from all professionals involved in Family Medicine including residents and medical students as well as faculty and professional staff in the behavioral science, nurse-practitioner, nurse midwife, nursing, nutritionist, physician assistant and the business fields.  We also welcome submissions from physicians from all specialties that teach in Family Medicine organizations While submissions related to any topic relevant to academic Family Medicine are welcome, we especially would like to receive submissions relating to the conference theme. For questions related to the program; theme, suitability of a submission or if you need submission materials contact:  Lisa Schwieterman at 937-845-3503 or lisaschwieterman@fmec.net 

The Family Medicine Education Consortium is pleased to announce that nominations for the 2008 STFM: Northeast Region Meeting Awards are now being accepted (MAFP is a member of the host committee for the conference which is scheduled for October 30-November 2 at the Baltimore Convention Center). See award categories and websites listed below for award descriptions and submission processes:  
Emerging Leaders   

http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-Emerging%20Leader-%20brochure.pdf
The Power to Change Our World  

http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-PTCOW-%20brochure.pdf
Mid-Career Faculty Achievement  

      http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-Mid%20Career-%20brochure.pdf
This We Believe  

http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-This%20We%20Believe-%20brochure.pdf
Creative Writing  

http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-Creative%20Writing-%20brochure.pdf
Family Medicine Through the Visual Arts  http://www.fmec.net/pdfs/2008%20Award%20-Visual%20Arts-%20brochure.pdf
 

Note that all nominations and submissions are due by May 15, 2008.  To see past award winners go to http://www.fmec.net/awards/past.asp  
  
WEBSITE LAUNCH:  "PULSE--VOICES FROM THE HEART OF MEDICINE"
This announces the launch of  "Pulse--voices from the heart of medicine," a web site, e-zine and on-line community whose goal is to tell authentic personal stories of giving and receiving health care. You and your patients are invited to visit the site, www.pulsemagazine.org, where you can learn more sign up to receive Pulse (it's free!).  Each issue will bring you a personal story or poem via e-mail.  The stories will be true-to-life, heartfelt and tightly written.  You will be invited to post your reactions--and to submit pieces of your own. The editorial staff are physicians, patients and caregivers, nurses and mental health professionals.They intend that "Pulse" will:
·provide a forum to share real-life experiences in health care,
·nurture our humanity and model humanistic practices for our students,

·build community across health professions and between us and our patients,
·learn how others manage in a flawed and complicated health system,
·foster health care advocacy and give us hope.
 
 
HEALTH LITERACY CONFERENCE IN DC
The DC Academy of Family Physicians and Howard University College of Medicine, Department of Community and Family Medicine, invite members of the Maryland Academy of Family Physicians to a health literacy conference scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 2008 at the Howard University Hospital Tower Auditorium from 8:30am-2:30pm.  This conference will focus on Improving Patient Outcomes in Primary Care and serve as a platform to assist in moving issues of health literacy and patient safety into the medical mainstream in both health care delivery and medical education.  The goal of this conference is to increase awareness of the role that health literacy plays on the quality of patient care as well as how physicians should address this issue in their practices.  The event will provide educational programming to address patient advocacy and cultural competency as they relate to health literacy.  At the end of this conference, physicians and other health professionals should have a better understanding of the barriers patients with low health literacy face while navigating the health care system and acquire effective methods to communicate with and assist these patients to meet their sensitive needs.  Contact  Finie Richardson for registration information at (202) 806-9849 or fkhunter@howard.edu. Visit http://www.dcprimcare.org/news/default.htm for more information.
NEWS YOU CAN USE FROM AAFP

1. CMS EHR Demonstration Project 
A new national Medicare demonstration program is aiming to show health care professionals the on‑the‑ground advantages of connecting to the information age. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is looking for 12 communities across the country that can bring together a broad cross‑section of community leadership, leverage resources and recruit small and medium‑sized primary care physician practices willing to provide the evidence that electronic health records (EHR) can improve the quality of patient care.  As many as 1,200 physician practices nationwide could be eligible for incentive payments of up to $58,000 per physician -- up to $290,000 per practice -- over the five-year life of the demonstration. Incentives would be based on a practice's level of EHR use, and for reporting and performance on 26 clinical quality measures. Medicare plans to announce the winning communities in June 2008.   To learn more about the new EHR demonstration project, you can email
EHR_Demo@cms.hhs.gov or EHR_Demo_communityselections@cms.hhs.gov. 

2.   Medicare to Offer Providers Online Tools 
CMS has begun implementation of new online enterprise applications that will allow Medicare fee-for-service providers to access, update, and submit information over the Internet. To access the online system, physicians and/or their staff must establish an Individuals Authorized Access to CMS Computer Services-Provider Community (IACS-PC) account. This initial process may take about one hour to complete (especially for group practices or residency programs). CMS recommends taking the time now to set-up an account so that it is available when needed. CMS has issued three MLNMatters educational articles on the IACS-PC: Article 1, Article 2, Article 3  If questions, contact Cindy Hughes, Healthcare Financing & Delivery, AAFP Practice Support, at chughes@aafp.org or 800-274-2237, ext. 4176.

3.  Physician salary survey information is available in two forms on the AAFP website - averages based on survey responses specifically for family medicine for physicians who do NOT provide OB http://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/aboutus/specialty/facts/15.html and for those who do provide OB http://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/aboutus/specialty/facts/16.html
 Additional data tables can be found at "Facts about Family Medicine" at http://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/aboutus/specialty/facts.html
4.  Call For Papers And Posters

Family physicians, Family Medicine residents and medical students have the opportunity to receive the recognition they deserve for original research at the 2008 AAFP Scientific Assembly in san Diego, CA, September 17-21.  Now accepting applications for Family Medicine Research Presentations and Poster Presentations.  There will be on-site judging and awards.  For more information, visit www.aafp.org/assembly.  Don't miss this opportunity to showcase your talent!  Deadline for submissions:  April 18, 2008.

NEWS YOU CAN USE FROM MEDCHI

1.  CDC NOTICE - HIB VACCINE SHORTAGE   Due to temporary Hib Vaccine shortage: Do not give Hib vaccine booster dose to healthy children aged 12-15 months. (Continue to give to high-risk children: those with asplenia, sickle cell disease, HIV, other immune syndromes, or who are Alaskan or Native American—boost as usual) Keep track of those children who did not get the booster dose and plan to vaccinate them when supply improves. Clinicians should continue regular vaccination for infants under 12 months and make sure the vaccine used is not from recalled Merck PedvaxHIB or COMVAX lots.  Download the informational flyer (PDF)  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/shortages/downloads/hib-flyer-022008.pdf 
2.  MARYLAND MEDICAID PHARMACY PROGRAM  Maryland Medicaid Pharmacy Program requires that all prescription pads/paper for prescriptions written on or after April 1, 2008 for Medicaid members must contain one tamper-resistant feature.  For a description of the required features and more information, go to Advisory 45 at www.dhmh.state.md.us/mma/mpap/provadv.html 
