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MAFP BOARD ADOPTS NEW LOGO

As you read this, take a look at the graphic in the upper left of the screen or download. What's this?   MAFP has a new logo!  Several months back, chapter executives of the AAFP got advanced word from AAFP EVP Dr. Doug Henley that our national organization was changing its image... its "brand" -- to include a new logo.  

The AAFP logo has changed to be in keeping with the national organization's new identity as a bold champion for members.  The now defunct AAFP seal (you know the one) had been in existence, with few changes, since the organization's founding in 1948.     Now that some time, more than a little money and focused planning having been spent on the effort, AAFP has a new logo which you probably have seen by now.   It was unveiled during the 2008 Congress of Delegates last Fall in Chicago (to mixed reviews).  Please visit www.aafp.org to view the logo and to find out more about the new AAFP brand.  

With the advent of this new approach on the national level, the MAFP Board, at its November, 2007 meeting, also decided it was time for a change.  Understanding and agreeing with the AAFP's reasoning for a new direction, coupled with the fact that it's own organizational logo was 15-years old, the Board voted unanimously to change its logo patterning it after the AAFP's. Do you like it?  Give us your thoughts.   

"THE MARYLAND FAMILY DOCTOR" PUBLICATION:  SEEKING MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN NEW SEGMENT  
The  MAFP Editorial Board agreed, at its meeting last month,  that there will be developed a segment in "The Maryland Family Doctor" with the working title of "Lessons Learned" to consist of short articles/vignettes from members/readers on a variety of topics be they clinical, practice management, survival focused, etc. The idea is that the level of experience on a variety of issues and topics exists among the community of MAFP members...  and that we can use the publication as a vehicle to learn from each other.  We would also hope for feedback from readers which will make this an interactive segment.  The segment will appear in each edition beginning with Spring, 2008.  Submissions will be accepted at any time and, after review and acceptance by the editors, will appear in the edition published after receipt at the MAFP office.  

Length/Photo/CV:  500-750 words    Please provide a title, a current CV or short biography and, if available, a recent photo.
Sending:  Submit to office@mdafp.org.   Please send photographs in jpg format (resolution must be at least 300 dpi).  You will receive a confirmation of receipt and information about which edition your submission will appear. 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

The Maryland Legislative Special Session has just completed its work and the Governor has signed a Bill to expand Medical Assistance Eligibility from  40% of the Federal Poverty Level  (FPL $ 20,000 USD for a family of three) to 115% of FPL. If we do not want to find ourselves in the same problematic situation as Massachusetts, we will need to greatly increase our Primary Care Work Force as we see an increase in Maryland residents through the Federal Military Base Realignment, increased S-CHIP and MMA eligibility.

AAFP AMA DELEGATION UPDATE

Your  AAFP delegation at the AMA scored a few successes at the recent interim meeting (MAFP President Dr. Jos Zebley is a AAFP AMA Delegate). Here are two resolutions and a Report that passed the AMA House. The entire proceedings are available online at www.ama-assn.org 

Resolution 601 I-07   Primary Care Reimbursement

RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association explore the growing inadequacy of primary care reimbursement and its impact on medical student career choice, on the profession of medicine as a whole, and the impact on access to health care in the United States (Directive to Take Action); and be it further

RESOLVED, That our AMA report its findings and plan of action within the next year. (Directive to Take Action Fiscal Note:  Estimated cost of $44,273 for a research associate to conduct study.

Resolution 718 –I-07  Limiting Charge Rule Adjustment
RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association reaffirm Policy H-390.856, which advocates for eliminating Medicare’s limiting charge; and be it further (Reaffirm HOD Policy)

RESOLVED, That until such time as Medicare’s limiting charge is eliminated, our American Medical Association advocate for increasing Medicare’s limiting charge each year until reimbursement reflects the cost of providing physician services plus a reasonable allowance for the physician’s efforts. (Directive to Take Action).

(Resolution 718 calls for our AMA to advocate that the federal government increase the Medicare limiting charge each year until reimbursement reflects the cost of providing physician services plus a reasonable allowance for the physician’s efforts.)  

Council on Medical Services Report 6       I-07

That our American Medical Association continue to study combining Part A and B of the Medicare Trust Funds into a single program, and report back, clearly delineating the advantages and disadvantages of this action, the effect on Graduate Medical Education (GME) funding, and adding a Means Test to Medicare A.

(Savings in the outpatient setting (Medicare B)  are now being realized in reduced inpatient care and cost (Medicare A) Good Preventative Health Care does not benefit, in fact loses out, as our fees  are cut and the Hospital rates increase, on our backs.  We are working with the AMA and CMS to redress this glaring wrong.)

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/15379.html
ATTENTION MEDICAL STUDENT MEMBERS - CORRECTION:  NO CHARGE!
This will notify medical student members of a mistake appearing in the printed brochure for the MAFP Winter CME Conference, Selected Topics in Orthopedics and Sports Medicine scheduled for Saturday, February 16, 2008 at the Inn & Conference Center at the University of Maryland in College Park.  A medical student registration fee appears on the registration form.  In fact, there is no fee for medical students who are MAFP members.  Perhaps this note will cause you to consider the conference (and cause all members to take a look...).  The brochure and registration materials have been mailed to members and may also be found at www.mdafp.org.  However, remember -- no charge for student members!
ATTENTION MAFP MEMBERS DUE FOR RE-ELECTION - DECEMBER 31, 2007
Members who are up for re-election to the AAFP/MAFP must, as part of the educational requirement, report at least 6 MAFP chapter credits (see CME Requirements for Members at www.aafp.org and www.mdafp.org or contact the MAFP office at 410-747-1980; office@mdafp.org).  Members who have not achieved the six chapter credits between January 1, 2005-December 31, 2007 (for their re-election to membership at the end of this year) may obtain the number needed through past thru current editions of "The Maryland Family Doctor."  MAFP staff will send verification certificates to those reading the CME articles in those editions and sending to the MAFP office, the CME quiz from each edition.  "Live" editions may be obtained by calling the MAFP office.
NOTICE OF GRANT OPPORTUNITIES FROM THE FAMILY MEDICINE EDUCATION CONSORTIUM
 As a member of the Family Medicine Education Consortium (www.fmec.net), MAFP receives notices about available grants and opportunities on a variety of topics in and relating to Family Medicine.  We will bring those to readers from time to time.  Here are two...  
Brick Awards to Honor Young People for Community Problem-Solving Projects

Deadline: December 31, 2007

The Brick Awards, an annual program of Do Something http://www.dosomething.org/ ), honor young people (age 25 and under) in the United States and Canada for their efforts to address problems in their local or global communities.  Nine Brick Award winners will receive a minimum of $10,000 in community grants and scholarships (if applicable). Of those nine winners, one will be selected by a national online vote as a Golden Brick Award winner and will receive a total of $100,000 in community grants. The community grant money is paid directly to the not-for-profit of the winner's choice.  Applicants must be permanent residents or citizens of the U.S. or Canada and must be born on or after June 30, 1982. Only winners who are age 18 and under are eligible for a scholarship of $5,000 and a $5,000 community grant. Winners between the ages of 19 and 25 receive their entire award in the form of a community grant. Visit the Do Something Web site for complete program information,  application procedures, and information on previous award  winners. RFP Link: http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/pnd/10009822/dosomething
 

Foundation for Women's Wellness Invites Applications for Joyce Brenner Women's Health Research Award

Deadline: December 20, 2007 (Letter of Inquiry)

The Foundation for Women's Wellness ( http://www.thefww.org/ )  created the Joyce Brenner Women's Health Research Award to  improve medicine's understanding of women's health.  Research topics should be of importance to women's health in  general and/or illuminate gender disparities. Areas of interest include cardiovascular disease, leading female cancers (lung,  breast, ovarian), and hormones' roles in causing and treating  health concerns; however, any topic deemed significant to a wide  scope of women will be considered.  The lead investigator and proposed study must be at an accredited  U.S.-based medical institution. Applicants must have M.D., Ph.D.,  or D.O. degree(s) with junior faculty or assistant professor  appointment (or equivalent) at the time the award is given.  The award will provide one-time funding of up to $20,000 to the  selected finalist.  See the Foundation for Women's Wellness Web site for complete  program information.  RFP Link: 

 http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/pnd/10009830/fww
 

