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NEW MEDICARE FEE SCHEDULE 
In late December, Congress passed and the President signed legislation that provided a 0.5% increase in the Medicare conversion factor (i.e., the dollar figure that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) uses to set fees under the Medicare physician fee schedule) for services provided from January 1 through June 30, 2008.  

Despite this minimal increase in the conversion factor, some physicians in some localities have observed decreases in the Medicare allowances for certain services.  These decreases can generally be attributed to changes in other elements of the fee schedule, including:

- the "work adjuster" that Medicare applies to work relative value units (RVUs) for
  budget neutrality purposes in calculating its allowances

- the practice expense RVUs, which are in transition

- the geographic practice cost indices that Medicare uses to adjust its fees from one  

  payment locality to another

CMS has advised that all Medicare contractors were instructed to process claims with January 2008 dates of service, using the new fees, starting January 7. The new fee schedule should have been posted on contractors' Web sites by January 11. Also, the "Medicare Physician Fee Schedule Look-Up" link on the CMS Web site (online at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PFSlookup/ ), which allows users to customize a search, was to be updated with 2008 information.  Carrier-specific, public-use files are also available now on the CMS website, which can be accessed by clicking on http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PhysicianFeeSched/PFSCSF/list.asp#TopOfPage .

Members who have questions about this matter may contact Kent Moore at the AAFP at 1-800-274-2237, ext. 4170, or at kmoore@aafp.org.

MEDICARE PAYMENT ISSUE CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 
The Medicare payment issue is the primary focus of the AFFP'S advocacy efforts for the next several months. Engaging grass roots to support this effort is critical. Our strategy is being provided to Chapters as the roll out to members begins this week so that Chapters can participate in activities at the local level.  The strategy is outlined below: 
1. 
AAFP has put up a new "Medicare Alert" feature on the home page of 
www.aafp.org from now until July with a "Keep the Door Open" theme. The 
feature includes an actual door that members can click on to enter the Medicare 
section (on the right side of the main page, underneath member log-in). The direct 
link is 
http://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/policy/federal/medicarecut.html.
2.
Members will be able to use this link to reach all Medicare resources for members 
and patients. The site will include:


a. Medicare alert for members that can be printed off in PDF format with link to 
SpeakOut. 


b. Patient alert that can be printed off in PDF format and given to patients. This 


letter also will be included on familyhealthadvocate.org.

 
c. Sample op-ed that members can print off and send to their local papers.

 
d. Sample petition for members in PDF format to ask their patients to sign.

 
e. Small color poster in PDF format that each member can put in their office or 


send to their local papers that describes the problem for doctors and 


patients. 

3. 
 The AAFP will urge National and State leaders to mention the Medicare issue at 
 
every upcoming state meeting (Board Chair Dr. Rick Kellerman will attend 
MAFP's 2008 Assembly in June).

MAFP PRESIDENT ZEBLEY ATTENDS TEN-STATE    
Dr. Joseph W. Zebley attended the Ten-State Regional Conference in Hartford Connecticut on Feb 9 and 10. Chapter leaders from Wisconsin, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Massachussetts, Connecticut, New York and New Jersey were present to discuss issues of concern in their states. Representatives from Maryland (Dr. Zebley) and Georgia also attended as guests. We heard Dr. Ken Bertka MD from the AAFP Board outline the strategic priorities for the Academy and we discussed the financial stresses affecting physicians, state run indigent health plans, and our own  physician organizations (AAFP). The Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH) was discussed at length. Business consultants from Health Equity Partners warned that we not “ give away the store” and that we resist requesting the elements of the PCMH to be covered by insurance. Their contention is that reliance on third parties and insurance has led physicians to the mess they are in. They strongly advocate that the elements of the PCMH be offered as add on fee for service benefits or be used as bargaining tools with big employers, Chambers of Commerce, and others to force additional payments to physicians either directly by patients/employers or through special third party contracts. Universal single payer plans were universally panned as unaffordable without major tax increases, premium increases or tiered rationing schemes. Spirited debates occurred. 
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS:  "THE NEW DEAL IN HEALTHCARE:  A MEDICAL HOME FOR ALL"  
The 2008 STFM: Northeast Region Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 29 – Sunday, Nov 2, 2008 at the Baltimore Convention Center.  The conference theme is "The New Deal in Healthcare: A Medical Home for All."  The Conference will be hosted by the mid-Atlantic Family Medicine community:

· Christiana Care Health System, Department of Family and Community Medicine   
· Franklin Square Hospital, Family Medicine Residency Program 
· Georgetown University Medical Center, Department of Family Medicine  
· Howard University, Department of Community and Family Medicine  
· Maryland Academy of Family Physicians 
· University of Maryland School of Medicine, Department of Family Medicine
· Virginia Commonwealth University, Fairfax Family Practice Center 
This is a Call-for-Submissions.  Submissions must be postmarked by May 15, 2008.  The program will include pre-conference workshops and a residency fair in addition to the conference programming. 

We encourage submissions from all professionals involved in Family Medicine including residents and medical students as well as faculty and professional staff in the behavioral science, nurse-practitioner, nurse midwife, nursing, nutritionist, physician assistant and the business fields.  We also welcome submissions from physicians from all specialties that teach in Family Medicine organizations While submissions related to any topic relevant to academic Family Medicine are welcome, we especially would like to receive submissions relating to the conference theme.  For questions related to the program; theme, suitability of a submission or if you need submission materials contact:  Lisa Schwieterman at 937-845-3503 or lisaschwieterman@fmec.net 
AAFP NATIONAL CONFERENCE POSTER COMPETITION (ENTREES DUE APRIL 18) 
Poster Presentations will be a new element in the Exhibit Hall at this year’s National Conference of Family Medicine Residents and Medical Students (July 30 - August 2).  The conference provides one of the largest forums for residents and students to display their research and special projects.  There are four poster categories: research, clinical inquiry, community project and educational program.  For details about this competition, including the application form and tips on preparing posters, visit www.aapf.org/nc/posters.  The deadline for poster applications is April 18.  While no monetary awards are being offered, outstanding poster presentations will be recognized with first-, second- and third-place ribbons.  For more information contact Ashley Jungles at ajungles@aafp.org or (800) 274-22374, ext. 6726.

REQUEST FOR RESEARCH ASSISTANCE: USE OF BENZODIAZEPINES BY OLDER WOMEN

My name is Sarah Canham and I am a Ph.D. candidate in the Gerontology Program at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC). Would you, or a member of your staff, be able to briefly assist me identifying research subjects for my dissertation research. The research concerns the use of benzodiazepines by older women. We are hoping to identify English-speaking, cognitively able women age 75 and older who have used any benzodiazepine on a regular basis over the previous 3 months. You would be asked merely to identify patients from your practice who may potentially be informants for the study and to give these patients information sheets that I will provide with my contact information. If and only if the patients agree for me to contact them, I will then determine the potential participant’s eligibility. Those physicians who are willing to participate in the recruitment of informant’s for me or who are interested in learning more about this research can reach me by email: scanham1@umbc.edu or by telephone: (410) 455-8728.

CORRECT QUIZ ANSWERS: "THE MARYLAND FAMILY DOCTOR" (WINTER, 2008)
The answers to the CME Quiz (Winter, 2008 edition pp. 28-29) are printed incorrectly on p. 34.  The correct answers, corresponding to he question numbers are printed below.   We regret the error. 
1) C, 2) B, 3) A, 4) A, 5) B, 6) A, 7) B, 8) D, 9) D, 10) A, 11) B, 12) C, 13) D, 14) D, 
15) B, 16) A, 17) D, 18) E, 19) B, 20) A 






